A  LETTER  TO   THE  WRITER  OF
THE OCCASIONAL PAPER.

NOTE.

IN April, 1727, Swift paid his last visit to England The visit paid by
him to Walpole, already referred to, lesulted in nothing, though it can-
not, on that account, be argued that Swift's open friendship for, and
even suppoit of, Pulteney and Bolingbroke was owing to his failure
with Walpole. Swift pleaded with Walpole for Ireland and Ireland
only, as his letter to Peterborough amply testifies. It had nothing to do
with the political situation in England. The explanation for this sym-
pathy is most likely found in Sir Henry Craik's suggestion that Swift
humoured the pretences of his friends that they were of the party that
maintained the national virtues, resisted corruption, and defended
liberty against arbitrary power. To Pulteney Swift always wrote re-
minding him that the country looked to him as its saviour, and he
wrote m a similai vein to Bolingbroke and Pope. The (eCraftsman3'
had been foundeof by Pulteney and Bolingbroke (a curious companion-
ship when one remembers the past lives of these two men) for the
express purpose of bringing low Walpole's political power. It began
by exposing the tncks of ' * Robin" and continued to lay bare the
cunning and wiles of the " Craftsman " at the head of the government
of the countrv. Both Pulteney and Bolingbroke wrote regularly, and
the former displayed a journalistic power quite extraordinary.

The letter which follows was written by Swift when in London on
the occasion of his last visit; but a note in Craik's "Life of Swift"
(vol. ii., pp. 166-167) is very interesting as showing that Swift did cer-
tainly give hints for some of the subjects for discussion. I take the
liberty to transcribe this note in full Sir Henry Craik thinks it more
than likely that Swift may have suggested, during his last visit to
London, some of the lines on which Bolmgbroke and Pulteney worked.
In the note he adds.

"This finds some confirmation, from the following heads of a Tract,
which I have found m a memorandum in Swift's handwriting. The
memorandum belongs to Mr. Frederick Locker [now dead], who kindly
permitted me to use his papers, the same which came from Theophilus
Swift into Scott's possession But the interest of this memorandum
escaped Scott's notice.
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